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March 2010                         Golden Spike Amateur Radio Club                       Volume 24 Issue 3 

March 2010 – Presidents Corner:   

  as of 25-Mar-10  
Dear GSARC Club Members this is the latest 
information I have received from the ATK 
Recreational Club. I will keep you informed if there 
are more changes coming down the road.  
Thanks, Brian Chapman KA7MOA 
 

From:  Mortenson, Eric  
Sent:  Wednesday, March 24, 2010 12:54 PM 
  
Subject:  Recreation Clubs Funding FY11  
Dear Club members,  
We have sadly been informed that the budget that 
we submitted for funding the Recreation Clubs has 
been completely cut for fiscal year 2011.  We are 
very disappointed in this decision and know each 
one of you has worked very hard.  We are doing 
our best to appeal the decision and see if there is 
even a possibility of partial funding, but currently 
the decision is to eliminate all funding for the 
Recreation Clubs program for FY11.  
Understand that now it is a difficult time for 
everyone, and budgets are being severely reduced 
across the board.  It is, of course, still possible to 
continue the clubs solely on funds from dues and 
other fundraisers, and we encourage you to think 
creatively about how you can meet the needs of 
your club without company funding.  We are also 
interested in hearing your feedback about the 
impact of this decision to your club and its 
members.  Please send your responses to myself 
and Deb Brown, our management representative.  
Please pass this message on to your club members 
as well.  
 

Eric Mortenson  
President, ATK Space Systems Recreation Clubs  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

THANKS to all that have shown support to our 
Club by joining or renewing their membership.  
 

The new Club Presidency as voted by the Members 
at the Club Party are as follows:  
     President – Brian Chapman, KA7MOA  
     Facilitator – Dave Cook, KD7OUP  
     Treasurer – Bryon Okada, KE7IRH  
 

Please continue to show your support to the Club 
and it’s new Presidency by participating in Club 
Meetings and activities.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
The Grand Prize Yaesu FT-7900R Dual Band 
Radio given away at the Club Party was won by a 
well deserving and long time member of our Radio 
Club.  
Wayne Holmes, NV7T.  
 

 
 

From:  Wayne Holmes 
[mailto:wwdj@burgoyne.com]  
Sent:  Monday, March 08, 2010 3:24 PM 
To:  Chapman, Brian 
Subject:  Radio  
Hi Brian, 
  
Please thank the radio club for the Yaesu FT790R  
 radio.  I am on the stake emergency 
communications committee and this will fill a real 
need, especially the dual band and 50 Watts.  The 
tone board in my old Yaesu 209R has failed and 
the tones are needed these days. 
Thanks again, 
  
NV7T 
Wayne Holmes 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Blue Springs Hills Repeater Info:   
 

Several people have commented about how loud the 
repeater ID is.  This is known by the repeater trustee 
and this will be taken care of when the snow melts 
and the road is clear. The phone autopatch is also 
currently unavailable and will be fixed at the same 
time.  Plans are also in the works to fix the repeater 
ID so it will only transmit from the ’43 site and not 
through the link radio to the ’29 in Brigham or the 
’22 which will be in the Fielding-Riverside area.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Brigham City Repeater Update:   
 

As a reminder, the 145.290 Repeater now has a PL 
Tone.  If you haven’t programmed your HT or 
Mobile Radio for the 145.290 Repeater with a PL 
of .123 the Repeater will not acknowledge your 
transmission.  If you need help bring your Radio 
and Owners Manual to a Club Meeting.  
 

We continue to occasionally have some interference 
with one of the UCAN radios located in the same 
building as our ’29 repeater.  Please bear with us as 
we try to correct the problem.  UCAN will be 
contacted, again, and we will see what we can do 
although it is their responsibility to fix their 
equipment problem.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Fielding-Riverside Repeater Update:  
 

Saturday February 13th the attempt was made to 
take the Repeater to the site.  Paul Hales, W7PAH, 
tried to drive his 4X4 to the site.  Paul could only 
get about half way to the gate.  We will continue to 
watch the road and weather conditions and hope to 
get the Repeater and APRS Digi up as soon as 
possible.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
If you have an article or information you would 
like to post in the newsletter please send it to:  
  Bob Haynie  
  119 South 600 West  
  Brigham City, Utah 84302  
  - or -  
  bhaynie72@hotmail.com  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Be aware that because of the layoffs at ATK 
we may not be able to continue to mail the 
newsletters in the future.  It may be 
necessary to publish the newsletter on the 
Club web site only.   
 

We hope that we will be able to continue to 
mail the newsletter but we won’t know for 
sure until after the next round of layoffs.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
GSARC Activities:  
 

March 2010 – Club Meeting & Elmer Session   
  Date:  Saturday, 20-Mar-2010     1 – 4 PM   
  Location:  Box Elder Board of Education Office  
         Brigham City  
 
Testing Session (All Tests Given) 
  Date:  30-Mar-2010  Starting Time:  6:30 PM  
  Location:  Box Elder Board of Education Office  
         Brigham City  
 
April 2010 – Club Meeting  
  Date:  22-April-10     Time:  1800 hrs  
  Location: North Park Elementary, Tremonton  
  Red Cross Presentation  
  By: Fred Henderson  
 
June 2010  
  ADA Tour de Cure,  Saturday June 12th  
   
  Field Day,  June 26th – 27th (Noon-to-Noon)  
 
August  
  Box Elder County Fair Parade  
 
September  
  Peach Days  
 

  Emergency Preparedness Fair  
 
October  
  BSA JOTA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Club info  
Golden Spike ARC 
Club Info Net  
Wednesday night: 2000 hrs. (8:00 PM)    
Carried over the 145.430, 145.290, 147.220 and 
448.300 MHz repeaters  
 

Net Coordinator:  Wayne Jenson, AB7TS  
Net Assistant       Sandra Farnsworth, KE7EHJ  
 

Box Elder County Emergency 
Training Net  
Sunday night:  1930 hrs.  (7:30 PM)  
Carried over the 145.430, 145.290, 147.220 and 
448.300 MHz repeaters  
 

Net Coordinator:  Boyd Giles, KC0VLO  
Net Assistant:      Deloss Everton, W7TEU  
 

Linked Repeaters:  
145.430 - (pl .123) MHz (Blue Springs Hills)  
145.290 - (pl .123) MHz (Brigham City)  
448.300 - (pl .123) MHz  (Blue Springs Hills)  
147.220 - (pl .123) MHz  (Fielding-Riverside)  
 

Officers:  
President:  Brian Chapman, KA7MOA  
Facilitator:  Dave Cook, KD7OUP  
Treasurer:  Bryon Okada, KE7IRH  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Bob Haynie, KC7JOK  
 

Repeater Trustees:  
’43  Rob Daines, KK7DO 
’29  Boyd Young, N7WFM  
’22  Wayne Jenson, AB7TS  
 

Club Web Site:  
 http://www.ubetarc.org/ (as of: 06-Nov-06)  
 Web Maintained by:  Dave Cook, KD7OUP 
The Web site will be updated as Dave gets time though the Site Name 
(URL) may remain the same for quite some time.  
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·  Written by Paul  
·  Posted October 14, 2009 at 2:15 pm 

 

There are few things in life that have given me as 
much joy as the marvelous invention of Radio. 

This love affair goes way back to my childhood 
when I would lay in bed late at night with my first 
transistor AM radio playing softly under my pillow. 
Tuning around the dial I would listen to dozens of 
different broadcasts from all over the western US 
while the rest of my family slept.  

For me, it was truly amazing to learn about the 
world outside of my tiny little home town in rural 
Utah. I could hear traffic reports from Los Angeles, 
talk shows from Denver, news from places I’d 
never seen and thought I never would. Broadcasts 

from distant places streamed into my pillow with 
amazing messages from afar. So many things I 
heard and learned about on those nights.  

There were no internet connections back then. 
Hardly anyone had a computer — my radio was my 
connection to the rest of the universe. And it was a 
good one! 

In my early teens, my favorite broadcast was the 
KNX Drama Hour, which I would try to catch from 
2:00 – 3:00am. I absolutely loved it! They would 
play old radio shows from years gone by, including 
my all time favorite, “The Twilight Zone”.  

It was a magical experience being a part of this 
strange and exotic world. With my eyes closed, I 
could see everything in my mind with incredible 
special effects! Nothing on TV or in the movies 
would ever come close. 

Years later I became a licensed Amateur Radio 
Operator (Also known as a “Ham” radio operator), 
and along with my ability to listen to many 
interesting things, my new Callsign gave me 
permission to transmit my own signals with 
substantial power. In fact, on many frequencies I am 
allowed power levels as high as 1,500 watts. That’s 
enough to cook a turkey dinner on my antenna, and 
allows for worldwide communications without any 
dependence on any infrastructure of any type!  

If you’ve never experienced such a thing, it is an 
amazing feeling to talk with a new friend in another 
country using your own gear and antennas. Most 
hams are able to do this without any dependency on 
commercial power, phone lines, internet 
connections or anything else. It makes us very 
valuable during emergencies when commercial 
services fail. Hams can still get their messages 
through. 

Without fail, other hams have the same interests. 
We can talk for hours about electronics, radios, 
antennas, amplifiers, recievers, atmospheric 
conditions, weather, sunspots, and other things of 
interest to pretty much all hams. 

Throughout my life, I have loved radio. It’s as close 
to real magic as anything gets. If you really think 
about it, it’s truly amazing. We have an ability to 
create something that travels as fast as light, goes 
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through solid objects, and travels across huge 
distances instantly. It is invisible. You can’t feel it, 
or touch it, hear it, or taste it. Without a receiver, 
you would never know of its existence. But it’s 
there, and it carries pictures, sounds, voices, and 
information with incredible speed and efficiency.  

Doesn’t that sound like magic? 

If I could go back in time to explain the miracle of 
radio to people of old, who would have believed it? 
I’m sure they would think I was crazy. If I were to 
produce a working radio to prove my claims, they 
might have declared me a witch and burned me at 
the stake.  

And yet today, radio technology is something that 
nearly everyone takes for granted — but not me.  

Today, you don’t have to be a ham to participate in 
this amazing world. There are hundreds of 
shortwave broadcasters all around the world who 
broadcast to the public.  

With a relatively affordable shortwave radio 
receiver you can tune in the universe. You can 
receive foreign broadcasts from all over the world. 
Radio Moscow, Radio Taiwan, the BBC (Not BBC 
America, but the real one!), China Radio 
International, Voice of America, Radio Australia, 
SW Radio Africa, Radio Canada and many, many 
more.  

You can listen to coded messages intended for 
foreign diplomats and spies, or learn to speak a new 
language. Many international broadcasters 
broadcast in English at certain times of the day, and 
some offer special programs which are intended to 
teach their language. You can learn many things 
about other cultures and peoples, listen to their 
music, or hear about their way of life. 

Sure you could use the Internet for many of these 
things, but the experience is not the same. The 
information takes on a unique and surreal property 
when you hear it directly. The signal fades and 
strengthens with the ionosphere, strange phase 
distortions give voices and music an ethereal airy 
sound. You hear static crashes from lightning 
strikes hundreds of miles away, and sometimes you 
can’t hear a thing. Other times, the band is wide 

open and it seems like the whole world is on your 
doorstep. It’s the greatest thing ever! 

The world is at your fingertips — all you need is a 
radio! 

http://bozark.net/category/radio/  
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Box Elder County ARES 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

March 2010:   
It seems like every few weeks we hear of another place that has had an earthquake.  It’s only a mater of time 
before something happens here in our neck of the woods.  Are you ready?  If you wait until the call comes to 
help that will be too late.  I can only encourage each of you to prepare yourself and get your communication 
“Grab-n-Go” Kit together.  Don’t wait, get started today, tomorrow may be to late.  One other thing to consider,  
if you haven’t signed up with our local Box Elder ARES Group you might want to do so.  Those that have 
signed up with ARES have a “IDENTIFICATION BADGE”.  When the emergency happens one other very 
important thing to have is Proper Identification.  Our ARES Badges will help to make it possible for our local 
authorities and Served Agencies to know who is able to help in different areas.  One of the problems that 
happened during the 911 Terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centers was proper identification of those in the 
area that wanted to help like doctors and nurses.  Proper identification is very important and without it you 
might not be able to gain access to areas where you might be able to help. I hope that each of you will prepare 
now and not when we need you the most during a disaster.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Net Operating Guidelines – Continued:  
 

Non-voice Modes   
Packet modes include FM packet, HF packet, and PACTOR. Because packet modes can provide an automatic 
connection between two stations, it is not really proper to speak of a "packet net." Although messages can be 
transmitted between two stations "keyboard to keyboard" as with RTTY or PSK31, it is usually better to 
transmit them as "traffic," using the bulletin board or mailbox facility of the terminal node controller (TNC). 
Packet messages are automatically routed and stored without any action by the receiving station's operator or a 
NCS.  
 

Non-packet digital modes are not automatic, and may require a NCS operator to manage the net in much the  
same way as a phone or CW net. These include RTTY, PSK31, AMTOR, and GTOR.  
 

CW Procedures: A good "fist" at 10 words per minute is better than a sloppy "fist" at 30 words per minute. 
Sending speed is not a true measure of effectiveness, but accuracy is. When propagation or interference makes 
communication difficult, or when the receiving operator cannot keep up, it is time to reduce the sending speed. 
Always send at a speed that the receiving station can copy comfortably.��
There are variations used when passing traffic via CW, especially when both stations are operating "full break-
in” mode (both stations are capable of receiving signals between each Morse character sent). The receiving 
station can "break" (stop) the sending station at any point for needed fills, instead of waiting for the entire 
message to be sent. There are additional special pro-signs used, and interested Amateurs should be familiar with 
ARRL publication FSD-218. This publication is sometimes referred to as the "pink card" and contains CW net 
procedures as well as a description of the Amateur Message Form, message precedence, and Handling 
Instruction abbreviations.  
 

Procedure Signals (Prosigns) for Morse Code 



BK�� Invite receiving station to transmit (break) ��

CL�� Going off the air (clear)��

CQ �� Calling any station (literally, Come Quick) ��

K�� Go, invite any station to transmit��

R �� All received OK ��

AA�� (Separation between parts of address or signature) ��

AR �� Over, end of message ��

AS�� Please stand by��

BT �� Separation (break) between address and text; between text and signature ��

KN 'X'�� Go only, invite a specific station 'X' to transmit��

SK�� End of contact (send before sending your call)��
 
Abbreviations 
Fill �� Term used to describe missing items (words, characters, numbers etc.) when 

handling messages in the National Traffic System.��
AA �� All after (use to get fills) ��
AB�� All before (use to get fills) ��
ADEE �� Addressee (name of the person to whom the message is addressed) ��
ARL �� (Used with "check" - indicates use of ARL numbered message in text.) ��
BN�� Between��
SIG �� Signed; signature (last part of message) ��
WA�� Word after ��
WB �� Word before��
 

When formatting an ARRL Radiogram message, use abbreviations and prosigns consistently and appropriately. 
For instance, do not send "R," meaning you have received everything correctly, and then ask for repeats like 
"AA" (all after) or "AB" (all before).  
 

Interference Problems  
If your net experiences interference, the NCS has several options. If the interference is coming from adjacent or 
co-channel stations who may be unaware of the emergency net, the NCS should politely inform them of the net 
and ask for their cooperation. Alternately, the NCS might ask an HF net to move over a few kHz. If the problem 
cannot be resolved in this manner, each net should have one or more alternate frequencies that it can move to as 
required. If possible, the frequencies themselves should not be published or mentioned on the air.��
Never discuss, acknowledge, or try to speak with an intentionally interfering station. Experience has proven that 
this only encourages the offender. If the interference is making communication difficult, simply announce to the 
net that everyone should move to the alternate frequency and sign off.��
If the intentional interference persists, the Net Manager or NCS can contact an elected League official or an 
Official Observer Station, and ask that the FCC be notified of the interference. In some cases they may be able 
to track down and contact the responsible station.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

73’s  
Bob Haynie          KC7JOK  
Box Elder County ARES EC  
bhaynie72@hotmail.com  



October 2008: 
What is a Communications Emergency?  
What makes a Good Emergency Communications (emcomm) Volunteer?  
Day-to-Day verses Emergency Communications  
 
June 2008:  
How do we fit in?  
What we are not!  
 
January 2009:  
What is a Communications Emergency?  
What makes a Good Emergency Communications (emcomm) Volunteer?  
How do we fit in?  
What we are not!  
 
February 2009:  
What has my "attitude" got to do with this?  
Who Works For Whom  
How Professional Emergency Responders Often View Volunteers  
 
March 2009:  
Performing Non-Communication Roles  
Specific Agency Relationships  
Talking to The Press  
 
April 2009:  
Volunteering Where You Are Not Known  
Worker's Compensation Coverage and Legal Protections  
(Chapter 3) Why is organization so important to emcomm? 
 
May 2009:  
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)  
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES)  
Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network (SATERN)  
The "Rapid Response Team" (RRT)  
ARES Mutual Assistance Team (ARESMAT)  
 
June 2009:  
Military Affiliate Radio Service (MARS)  
National Traffic System (NTS)  
Local Radio Clubs  
National Communications System (NCS)  
SHARES  
FEMA National Radio System (FNARS)  
Radio Emergency Associated Communications Teams (REACT)  
Emergency Warning Systems - Emergency Alert System -- EAS - (Broadcast Radio & TV):  
NOAA Weather Alert and National Weather Radio (NWR):  
NAWAS (National Warning System):  
Statewide Warning Systems:  
Tsunami Warning System:  
National Earthquake Information Center (NEIC):  
(End of Chapter 3)  



 
July 2009:  
(Chapter 4) Going Beyond Amateur Radio  
State and Local Government Radio Systems:  
Medical Radio Systems:  
American Red Cross:  
Types of Served-Agency Radio Systems:  
Community Repeater Systems:  
Trunked Systems:  
Telephone Systems:  
Satellite Systems:  
Other Agency-Owned Equipment:  
(End of Chapter 4)  
 
August 2009:  
(Chapter 5) Why Are Emergency Communication Techniques Different?  
Listening:  
Microphone Techniques:  
Brevity & Clarity:  
Plain Language:  
(End of Chapter 5)  
 
September 2009:  
(Chapter 6) Introduction to Emergency Nets  
What is an Emergency Net?  
Net Formats – Direct – Open  
Directed (formal) Nets:  
Open (informal) Nets:  
Types of Emergency Nets  
Checking Into an Emergency Net  
 
October 2009:  
Passing Messages:  
"Breaking" the Net  
Checking Out of an Emergency Net  
There are two special situations to be aware of:  
Levels of Nets:  
The Nets of the National Traffic System  
Non-Voice Nets  
(End of Chapter 6)  
 
November 2009:  
(Chapter 7 Basic Message Handling Part 1)  
Objective:  
Consider the following scenario:  
Formal vs. Informal Messages 
Informal Verbal Messages 
Formal Written Message Formats  
 
December 2009:   
Components of a Standard ARRL/NTS Radiogram: 
 



 
(End of Chapter 7)  
 
January 2010:  
(Chapter 8 Basic Message Handling Part II)  
Objective:  
 
February 2010:  
(Chapter 9 Net Operating Guidelines )  
Objective: 
 
March 2010:  
(Chapter 9 Net Operating Guidelines – Continued)  
(End of Chapter 9) 
 
 
 
 
* 


